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The Davenports novel is based on the true story of the C.R. Patterson & Sons |
Company, a carriage building firm, and the first African American-owned

automobile manufacturer. The company was founded by Charles Richard |
Patterson, who was born into slavery in April 1833 on a plantation in Virginia. \
His parents were Nancy and Charles Patterson. Patterson escaped from slavery

in 1861, heading west and settling in Greenfield, Ohio around 1862

At some point after his arrival in Ohio, Patterson went to work as a blacksmith
for the carriage-building business, Dines and Simpson. In 1865 he married
Josephine Utz, and had five children from 1866 to 1879. In 1873, Patterson
went into partnership with J.P. Lowe, another GCreenfield-based carriage

manufacturer. Over the next twenty years, Patterson and Lowe developed a
highly successful carriage-building business

IN 1893 Patterson bought out J.P. Lowe's share of the business and reorganized
it as C.R. Patterson & Sons Company. The company built 28 types of horse-
drawn vehicles and employed approximately 10-15 individuals. While the

company managed to successfully market its equine-powered carriages and
buggies, the dawn of the automobile was rapidly approaching

Charles Patterson died in1910, leaving the successful carriage businessto hisson
Frederick who in turn initiated the conversion of the company from a carriage
business into an automobile manufacturer. The first Patterson-Greenfield car

debuted in 1915 and was sold for $850. With a four-cylinder Continental engine,

the car was comparable to the contemporary Ford Model T. The Patterson-

GCreenfield car may, in fact, have been more sophisticated than Ford'’s car, but
C.R. Patterson & Sons never matched Ford’'s manufacturing capability.

Estimates of Patterson-Greenfield car production vary, but it is almost certain
that no more than 150 vehicles were built. The company soon switched to

production of truck, bus, and other utility vehicle bodies which were installed
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atop chassis made by major auto manufacturers such as Ford and General ‘-,_": E
Motors. Its school bus bodies in particular became popular as Midwestern ") =
school districts began to convert from horse-drawn to internal-combustion- e
fired transportation by 1920. b
Around 1920, the company reorganized as the Greenfield Bus Body Company /i_
but after ten years of steady, if unspectacular growth, the Great Depression \
sent the company into a downward spiral. Frederick Patterson died in 1932 |
and the company began to disintegrate in the late 1930s. Around 1938, the
company moved to Gallipolis, Ohio, changing its nhame again to the Gallia
Body Company in an attempt to restart its prior success. The attempt failed
and the company permanently closed its doors in 1939. Like many other small

auto manufacturers, the company was unable to compete with Ford, General
Motors, Chrysler, and other large automobile manufacturers

No Patterson-Greenfield automobiles are known to have survived to the

present, but some C.R. Patterson & Sons carriages and buggies are extant

The Patterson-Greenfield
Automobile

Service--A Strictly Custom Made Car--Reliability
The First \umm()bllc Pmduﬂ-d in ng,h]and Cuum\
THE lA'TIRSO\ GREENFIELD ’\\Ilomohlln pos
modern motoring. It is
C

Fully Equipped.

a wond
SPECIAL FEATURES--Full Floating rear axle. Canti

Will Always Lead
‘enter Control. Electric Starting and Lighting System. One-man Top. Ventilating windshield,
you

ture and convenience demanded by
AT, SPDOAIBE for handsome appearance and snduring qualitios

over spring. Demountable rims. Left Hand Drive.
X
OUR SPECIAL MOTOR has that surplus power and greatest pull. Try it on your test hill

call. You don't have to wait and lcso time when you
hxui) This Service Counts. Think about it. WRI
SEND FOR INFORMATION. Get our prices. Arrange for

srdinly iw

Made in Two Models for Roadster and Touring Car
OUR((OSF AT-HOME GUARANTEE compols your consideration. All Repair Parts right here ready at

d.lul( onstration. Drop a postal to
P:\I LRSON

ory.  Oled o have ¥

far betts

use a Patterson-Greenfield. We An
g for full description.
C. R Patterson & Sons - Greenfield, Ohio

)
£o0d we make the
i
AUTO REPAIR SERVICE
OURS is a complete service—we do anything from the engine clear thru to the top. Our
Repainting with Goneral Ovorhauling makes your car just as good as now--often
BRING or send your broken springs.

BRING or send your top, Cashion, Windshield Repairs.

Guaranteod springs made the same day.
_ALL MATl;RIALS RIGHT HERE IN STOCK

Buggies, Surreys, Harness,

Good Work-- W-Iln. Work-~Promptly Done at Pntenon-

All Kinds of Farm Repair Work



